
  

 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Report 

January 12, 2026 

INTERNAL  

Welcome back! The next meeting of the Executive Committee of the Austin-San Antonio 

Corridor Council is Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 2 PM by Zoom.  Please email 

council@thecorridor.org if you would like to add an item to the meeting agenda.  

Mark Your Calendars: Regularly scheduled meetings of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor 

Council Executive Committee occur on the third Wednesday of every month at 2:00 pm via 

Zoom. For 2026, those dates will be Feb.18, Mar. 18, Apr. 15, May 20, Jun. 17, Jul. 15, Aug. 19, 

Sep. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, and Dec. 16. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Despite a three-year construction-star delay for city-funded elements of the IH-35 Capital 

Express Central 'cap and stitch' project, TxDOT has advanced the deadline for Austin to 

deliver its share of funding, officials learned last month. The city now must make a first 

payment toward the effort by May 2026, TxDOT says. Details. More. 

In San Antonio, TxDOT announced the start of construction on heavily congested US Highway 

90 for a 7.6-mile stretch between IH-410 and State Highway 211. When the $146-million 

project is completed by 2030, the highway will be expanded from four main-lanes to six main-

lanes, handling 150,000 motorists per day. Details.  

In other highway-related news from last month, Comal County approved a resolution Dec. 11 

to support a regional expansion of State Highway 46 between IH-35 and IH-10, a collaborative 

effort among Guadalupe County and the cities of Seguin and New Braunfels. For details, go 

here.  

The California High Speed Rail Authority has dropped its lawsuit against the Trump 

administration's claw-back of $4 billion in federal funding for the project, opting instead to focus 

on attracting more private sector development and construction funding for the (now) $130-

billion Los Angeles-to-San Francisco line. Story. More.  

Transit Trouble In The Metroplex: Just as the state - via TxDOT - issued a study saying Texas 

needs more public transit to meet anticipated population growth, the Texas Tribune reports 

that the Dallas Area Rapid Transit agency is facing the withdrawal of four or more cities from 

mailto:council@thecorridor.org
https://communityimpact.com/austin/north-central-austin/transportation/2025/12/12/austin-faces-accelerated-funding-design-deadline-for-i-35-cap-and-stitch-project/
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/traffic/article/i35-austin-construction-projects-2026-21221633.php
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https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/california-high-speed-rail-private-sector-funding/808945/
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their funding agreements. Combined, Plano, Irving, Farmers Branch, and Highland Park 

represent about one-third of the agency's total tax revenues. Story. More. 

Citing fears of 'climate alarmism' by the agency, the Trump administration is dismantling the 

'global mothership' of climate forecasting in the US, the National Center for Atmospheric 

Research in Boulder, Colorado. The agency is one of the world's preeminent earth and 

atmospheric science research institutions, responsible for forecasting not just weather but 

events surrounding fires, floods, droughts, etc. A Texas Tech source is cited. Story.  

Meanwhile, the European Environment Agency in Copenhagen continues its atmospheric 

sciences research, finding - as reported in Maritime Executive - that the world's oceans 

crossed a 'planetary boundary' for ocean acidification in 2025, becoming 30% more acidic than 

in the pre-industrial era, with dire implications. Story.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

Extreme government policy swings can devastate entire industries, Axios Future of Mobility 

notes, citing the recent seesaw on electric vehicles from the Biden to the Trump 

administrations, which led to Ford's recent $19.5 billion write-off of EV assets. Energy, health 

care, pharmaceuticals and construction may also be hit. Story.  

Although facing opposition in some parts of the US over energy and water demands, big data 

centers are cropping up across the Austin-San Antonio Corridor. Two of the latest entrants 

include a $400 million Microsoft facility in Castroville (described here), and a whopping $1.5 

billion project (here) under review in San Marcos. 

With Venezuela in the news and 2025 now in the rearview mirror, an MMR reader thought 

others might be interested in two charts being circulated across the internet: one shows world 

population growth by births last year organized by country and global impact (here); and 

another displays world energy reserves (here). Thanks! 
 

Thought of the Week 

“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let every new year find you a 

better person.”  

                  – Benjamin Franklin (Happy New Year!) 
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