
  

 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Report 

April 7, 2025 

INTERNAL  

The next meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee is 

tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, April 16 at 2:00 PM by Zoom. For more information or to 

add an item to the agenda, contact council@thecorridor.org. 

The 2025 Southwestern Rail Conference kicks off today in Dallas-Fort Worth, the 21st annual 

gathering of rail enthusiasts presented by the Texas Rail Advocates organization. This year's 

participants will receive in their agenda packets a brochure and supportive material from the 

Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council urging a statewide funding program for rail connectivity 

among the Texas Triangle Cities. Agenda. Rail Brochure.  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Four trends are reshaping US infrastructure, Brookings Institute reports: spending was up 

over recent years, but a declining share of US gross domestic product; state & local 

investments dominate overall spending; operations & maintenance claim a larger share than 

cap ex; importance of federal grants is shrinking. Story.  

Lawmakers from a Texas House Transportation subcommittee, seeking information about the 

Dallas-Houston Texas Central high-speed rail project, voted to subpoena documents from the 

project's backers. Also revealed, the original Japanese founders have been bought out - 

replaced by Texas investors. Subpoena. New Details.   

Other rail-related Legislative activity: SB1555 (Nichols), creating a grant program for rail grade 

separation projects, passed the Senate and was forwarded to the House. Companion bill HB 

3727 (Patterson) - supported by the Corridor Council - was left pending in committee last 

Thursday (4/3). HB 1564 (Hernandez) limiting maximum train lengths to 8500-feet, was also left 

pending in committee. House Joint Resolution 58 (Bucy), constitutional amendment allowing 

state highway funds to be used for transit projects, left pending in committee (03/31). Details 

available here.   

Five years after Austin voters approved the city's largest-ever transit investment, Project 

Connect, organizers for the effort are reassuring local supporters that the project is still very 

much alive but also still facing headwinds from legislative attacks, lawsuits, and federal funding 

uncertainties. Groundbreaking is set for 2027. Story.  
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Three global train manufacturers operating zero-emissions trains in Europe (some hydrogen-

powered) are currently vying for contracts in at least four US cities: San Bernadino-Redlands, 

San Jose-Gilroy, Chicago, and Boston, the newsletter Smart Cities Dive reports. Includes 

other hydrogen info. Story.  

The Save Our Springs Alliance has filed suit over the Central Texas Regional Mobility 

Authority's plans to develop two toll lanes in each direction and two auxiliary lanes for 8-miles 

between Lady Bird Lake and Slaughter Lane in Austin, saying the project is 'the greatest threat 

we've seen in recent years' to local ecosystems. Story.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

San Antonio could be the US city most negatively affected by the Trump administration's new 

tariffs, the Express-News reports, citing a study by the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. 

Local Greater: SATX president Jenna Saucedo-Herrera put it bluntly: "Tariffs threaten Texas' 

standing as a global trade leader." Story. Study. More. 

Despite those almost universal concerns over the new tariffs (above), at least one company - 

UK-based industrial manufacturer JCB - announced that it is nearly doubling the size of its new 

facility already under construction in San Antonio to limit the impact of the new US trade 

policy and increasing proposed production. Story.  

Texas SB 7, a water-related bill from Senator Charles Perry (R-Lubbock) and probably the 

most significant water legislation in decades, passed the Senate unanimously last week and 

heads to the House. The bill sets aside $1 billion per year in funding for developing new water 

resources, desalination, and infrastructure. Story. 

 

Thought of the Week 

“Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at once, but of stretching out to mend the part of the 

world that is within our reach.”        – Clarissa Pinkola Estés 
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