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INTERNAL

There will not be a meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee
this week. The April and May Executive Committee meetings will be combined into a single
meeting on May 21 at 2:00 pm by Zoom. For more information or to add an item to the agenda,
contact council@thecorridor.org.

In case you missed it, here is the link for the passenger rail promotion brochure we developed
for the Texas Legislature this session. Brochure.

INFRASTRUCTURE

DOGE ('Department of Government Efficiency') has grabbed control of the grants.gov website,
removing users' access and changing the process for awarding $500 billion in federal project
funding for highway construction, cancer research, cybersecurity, and wastewater
management, the Washington Post reports. Posting NOFQO's (Notices of Funding
Opportunities) may now require a six-month window for DOGE pre-clearance. Story.

At a meeting of San Antonio and Austin economic development leaders at Texas State
University in San Marcos last week, Corridor Council founder Henry Cisneros raised the
prospect of the region's population surpassing that of Dallas-Fort Worth by 2050, highlighting
the need for increased cooperation on workforce development, affordable housing, and
improved transportation infrastructure, the Express-News reports. Story.

Community advocacy group Rethink35 has sued TxDOT over the proposed expansion of IH-35
through central Austin, claiming that the agency hasn't adequately accounted for the project's
potential harmful effect on air quality and requesting further environmental studies before
allowing construction to proceed. Story. Lawsuit.

Despite that lawsuit (above), TxDOT is moving forward on dismantling the Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard (19th street) bridge over IH-35 near the University of Texas at Austin campus,
re-routing nearby traffic and announcing overnight closures from 9 pm - 5 am beginning today
(4/14). Expect traffic delays. Details.

A deadline is looming for the city of Austin to decide where it wants 'caps and stitches' over
IH-35 in downtown - and to figure out where the money will come from to pay for them. Initial
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costs for the foundational structures: $284 million. Full buildout cost: $1.4 billion. Annual
operations and maintenance costs: $41 million. Story.

Some state lawmakers are attempting to divert millions in excess toll revenue collected by the
Harris County Toll Road Authority to the stressed city coffers in Houston, where it would be
used for police, firefighters, and county roads. Given the bill's backers - senior Republican
senators - it may have some chance of passage. Story.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

Regional Airport Updates: San Antonio International Airport (SAT) has announced new
nonstop service to Morelia and San Luis Potosi in Mexico, Atlanta, Nashville, Detroit, and
Baltimore. And Austin Bergstrom (AUS) is adding new nonstops to Milwaukee, Panama City,
Indianapolis, Jacksonville, Memphis, San Francisco, and Tampa; Reno, Vancouver, Cabo
San Lucas, and Cancun later this year. SAT. AUS (details).

Water Woes: After a prolonged drought, Mexico owes Texas farmers in the Rio Grande Valley
more than 1.2-million acre-feet of water and last week the Trump administration shut off US
water to Tijuana and threatened increased trade tariffs if Mexico doesn't pay up (here). Closer
to home, Canyon and Medina Lakes are drying up. Story.

For years, the MMR has followed efforts in Paris to limit auto use: converting streets to mini-
parks, restricting high-polluting vehicles, and eliminating 50,000 parking spaces. Last week,
officials produced dramatic images demonstrating how their efforts have cut particulate matter
air pollution by 55% since 2005. Story.

Residents in the tiny Hill Country community of Comfort are turning to the state legislature for
help in fending off a new 2400-home development that would potentially dump 600,000-gallons
daily of treated wastewater into nearby creeks. They are rallying behind a bill (HB 4737) setting
minimum lot sizes for new projects. Story. More.

Average home prices across the US rose by less than 2.7% last year compared to a 6% gain
the previous year, the Washington Post reports. The paper posted a handy interactive tool this
morning that allows users to plug in their zip code to determine the loss or gain within your
specific neighborhood. You can access it here.

Iconic Austin barbeque joint Green Mesquite, briefly shuttered recently over unpaid rent, re-
opened after their employees pooled money to pay overdue rental fees. Closure would be a
loss akin to the old Split Rail, Soap Creek, or Threadgill's - so stop by for the pork ribs. And
stay for the green beans (no kidding). Details.
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Thought of the Week

“Success is never final, failure is never fatal. It's courage that counts.”
— John Wooden
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