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INTERNAL

The Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee meets this Wednesday, July
16 at 2 PM CT by Zoom. If you would like more information, please contact
council@thecorridor.org.

INFRASTRUCTURE

The Trump administration has set as one of its policy goals rebuilding the US maritime industry
and shipbuilding capacity, at least partially in response to a surge of shipbuilding in China,
Maritime Executive reports. According to one study, US newbuilds have fallen 80% since the
1950's, and shipyards capable of building big vessels have slipped from 46 to 20. There may
be opportunities here for Texas oil workers, the newsletter says. Story.

The Texas Legislature failed to approve $3.5 million in funding for the Amtrak Heartland Flyer
rail service between Dallas-Ft. Worth and Oklahoma City earlier this year, but the North
Central Texas Regional Transportation Council stepped in last week to fill the gap using toll
revenue funds. The service carries 80,000 passengers annually, generating $23.5 million in
economic activity, advocates say. Story.

Kerr County continued to get hammered with rain over the weekend, just one week after
floodwaters killed over 100 people and left 160 still missing. Rescue and recovery work was
paused until this morning, but a heartfelt appeal yesterday from Kerrville's mayor, Joe Herring,
Jr. caught the attention of national media. Video.

Austin-based Tesla, which launched a local robotaxi service last month, faces a federal trial
this morning in Miami over allegations that the company's Autopilot technology resulted in an
inattentive driver killing a pedestrian couple in 2019. Their robotaxis use newer, better software
Tesla says. Story. More.

City Manager T.C. Broadnax has submitted a proposed $6.3-billion 2056-26 budget to Austin's
city council, a slight increase over last year's budget and set for an August vote. San Antonio's
city website says their draft 2025-26 budget is still in development, with adoption set for
September. Austin Draft Budget.


mailto:council@thecorridor.org
https://www.maritime-executive.com/magazine/america-s-maritime-labor-shortage
https://www.texasrailadvocates.org/post/if-state-of-texas-cant-save-the-heartland-flyer-the-regional-transportation-council-will
https://www.kens5.com/video/news/state/texas-news/texas-flood/kerrville-mayor-has-message-for-his-community/273-baa578cf-d429-4f00-b154-42d450997ae8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2025/07/14/tesla-trial-miami-autopilot/
https://www.wsj.com/tech/elon-musk-floats-a-new-source-of-funding-for-xai-tesla-47eec67e?mod=hp_lead_pos3
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/BOE/Budget/FY2025-2026_Proposed_Budget.pdf
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

New San Antonio mayor Gina Ortiz Jones faces a big challenge just one month into her
tenure: the Trump administration's proposal to merge two Ft. Sam Houston-based military units
(with 1,000 personnel) with a North Carolina command - possibly involving a headquarters
move to Ft. Bragg. Story. More.

The Los Angeles Times says a new $300-millionTexas filmmaking incentive program
heightens ongoing economic rivalry between California and the Lone Star state, prompting
Gov. Gavin Newsom to double California's existing subsidies. They also call out a 'conservative
values' clause in the Texas legislation. Story.

The US dollar's decline in buying power against peer global currencies during the first half of
2025 is the steepest drop in more than 50 years, the Wall Street Journal reports. The dollar
has tumbled 13% against the euro this year, and 6% against the Japanese yen. Growing US
debit is the culprit, the Journal says. Story.

If you haven't tried it yet, take a look at the weekly newsletter The New Braunfels Life, which
features a regular feature on 'The Most Fun You Can Have In New Braunfels This Week,'
published in partnership with a Kyle law firm. The newsletter also has an Events Calendar to
help plan the Three B's (barbecue, beer, and bratwurst). Events.

Thought of the Week

“Brevity is the best recommendation of speech, whether in a senator or
an orator.” - Marcus Tullius Cicero
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