
  

 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Report 

July 28, 2025 

INTERNAL  

The next scheduled meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive 

Committee is Wednesday, August 20 at 2 PM CT by Zoom. If you would like more information 

or to add an item to the agenda, please contact council@thecorridor.org. 

Corridor Council Executive Committee-member Rob Spillar, former Transportation Director for 

the cities of Austin and Seattle, has retired from engineering firm STV to do some private 

consulting based upon his experience in planning and programming mega-project locally and 

nationwide. Read his Linked In post here.  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

US Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy said last week that the bedrock National 

Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) is "taking too long and costing too much." In addition to 

major reforms in the regulations, he called upon states to take ownership of the process and 

announced a 'model' agreement granting TxDOT far more authority over permitting and 

clearances. Story. White House Agenda. TxDOT Agreement. 

Former TxDOT Commissioner and current chairman of the Texas Senate Transportation 

Committee, Robert Nichols reflected upon his 30-year public service career earlier this month 

in the Lufkin Daily News. As a key figure in Texas highway transportation policy for three 

decades, his thoughts are worth a read. Story.  

The California High Speed Rail Authority has sued the Trump administration over White House 

plans to revoke $4 billion in unspent funding for the project, which the agency says was “petty, 

political retribution.” Details. More. 

Robotaxis in Austin have been the focus of a lot of discussion recently and last week the city 

council received a briefing on the current status of local deployments, state permitting rules, 

and a database of incidents. Story. Meanwhile, Uber announced that is challenging Tesla with 

a fleet of 20,000 autonomous cars. Details.  

Delaware-based AmeriStar Rail is proposing a transcontinental, 72-hour Amtrak route from 

New York-to-Los Angeles for both passengers and vehicles that the company envisions 
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having operational just in time for the 2026 World Cup games and America's 250th birthday. 

Story.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

Peter Holt, chairman of the San Antonio Spurs, is offering to put up more than $1-billon 

towards a new sports and entertainment district downtown, and the city staff projects that the 

Alamo City could pony up another $300 to $500 million toward the estimated $1.5 billion cost, 

so it looks like a deal is coming. Latest update here.  

The San Antonio Mobility Coalition is planning their 21st annual 'State of the District' luncheon 

with TxDOT Chairman J. Bruce Bugg Jr. and District Engineer Charles Benevides on 

September 19. Register here. 

Boeing-backed Wisk Aero plans to deploy an autonomous air taxi service by 2030, with 

Houston (Sugar Land), Los Angeles, and Miami cited as the first cities likely to see 

operational flights of their four-passenger electric aircraft. Details.  

Congressional redistricting and Texas flood relief are generating all the headlines from the 

Legislature's ongoing Special Session, but Forbes magazine notes that another little-noticed 

item on Gov. Abbott's agenda would create the US's first ban on taxpayer-funded lobbying, 

currently a $100 million a year industry statewide. Story.  

A 25-year veteran of the auto journalism world notes in the  Washington Post that more than 

845,000 people have died on US highways since 2000 and he places most of the blame on 

lousy driver-behaviors - speeding, distracted driving, DUI's, or failing to yield. He proposes 

national standardized testing for drivers. Opinion.  

 

Thought of the Week 

“Patience is the companion of wisdom.” 

     – Saint Augustine   
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