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INTERNAL  

The Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee meets this Wednesday, 

August 20 at 2 PM CT by Zoom. If you would like more information, please contact 

council@thecorridor.org. 

Mark Your Calendar: The Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council will host a one-day 

autonomous trucking workshop on Monday, September 29, in Austin. Driverless trucks are 

already operating in Texas, but are we ready? 'Autonomous Trucking & Texas SB 2807: From 

Statute To The Streets' will cover operational, legal, safety, and jurisdictional authority issues 

raised by new legislation going into effect September 1. For sponsorship information, email 

council@thecorridor.org. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

For nearly one hundred years, speed limits in the US have been governed by the outdated 

'85th percentile rule,' which sets speeds according to how fast 85% of drivers travel on a 

specific roadway segment, the Associated Press reports. Increasingly, states and 

communities are rejecting the rule in favor of a more 'contextual' approach, gauging pedestrian 

use, accident rates and other considerations. State Highway 130 is cited. Story.   

Rail Updates: The Dallas to Houston high-speed rail project seeks $4 billion previously 

earmarked for California (it includes other North Texas developments) here. A transit expert 

says Northeast Corridor travel times could be slashed with simple fixes like smarter 

scheduling, faster station approaches (here). New Amtrak trains launch this month (here). 

Germany's train system is falling apart, harming national pride (here).  

Austin released the city's Transportation Demand Management Strategic Plan 2025-2029 

(TDM) earlier this summer, which shifts planning focus from moving vehicles to moving people. 

The plan also addresses IH-35 and Project Connect construction. Story. The Plan. In San 

Antonio, the TDM is incorporated into the Multi-Modal Model (SAMM 5.0), prepared by the 

Alamo Area MPO and Cambridge Systematics, available here.   

Tesla has received a state license required by Texas regulators key to operating a ride-hailing, 

robo-taxi service in Austin and elsewhere statewide. Interestingly, the license does not 
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officially authorize autonomous operations - thus requiring a human driver - until a new law 

goes into effect Sept. 1. Details.   

Worth Watching: The United Kingdom has approved trial testing for a hydrogen-powered 

shipping vessel capable of operating both autonomously (unmanned) and via remote control, a 

first, reports the Maritime Executive newsletter. A Lloyd's Register official says it's a 'major 

step forward' for uncrewed, autonomous vessels. Story. More. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

A Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas report last week suggests a general slowdown of the 

previously white-hot Texas economy, the Texas Tribune reports, citing increased tariffs for 

foreign goods, the impact of immigration deportations on workforces, inflation, and uncertainty, 

which is limiting business investment. Details.  

Reasons vary, but cities across the US - rattled by federal policies and sliding housing markets 

- are cutting back on spending and services, the Washington Post reports. Story. Closer to 

home, Austin adopted a $6 billion 2025-25 budget and tax rate election (here) and San 

Antonio considers a proposed $4 billion budget (here). Story. 

New Braunfels will contribute $3.8 million for expansion of the Alamo Colleges' Northeast 

Lakeview College, which has been offering classes at the Central Texas Technology Center but 

recently acquired buildings for its own campus. Local Chamber of Commerce CEO Jonathan 

Packer called the funding a 'no-brainer.' Details.   

 

Thought of the Week 

“In the midst of chaos, there is also opportunity.” – Sun Tzu   
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