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INTERNAL

On November 16, our friends at the Austin Area Research Organization will be hosting their
annual invitation-only 'Catalyst Summit on Connection' in San Marcos with about 200 regional
leaders for conversations about housing, transportation, water, healthcare, aviation, and
economic development. To learn more, visit AARO.

INFRASTRUCTURE

The Wall Street Journal produced a fascinating multi-media piece over the weekend about
the highly controversial $126 billion California high speed rail project between Las Angeles
and San Francisco, outlining the enormous challenges facing the effort. In essence, the state
and federal government provided funding to the agency charged with building the rail line but
granted none of the legal authorities necessary to complete it. Story.

Increasing transportation costs account for more than 35% of inflation in the US as of last
month, according to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics in Washington. Annual year-over-
year average transportation costs in US cities were up nearly 8%, the point at which
consumers begin to make lifestyle changes, SmartCities reports. Story.

This month marks two years since TxDOT began their major renovation of Interstate 35 via the
$4.5 billion, eight-mile Capital Express Central Project in Austin, and the San Antonio
Express-News surveys what's been done so far and what drivers can expect as construction
continues to completion (expected in 2033). Story. Update.

The Express-News is also reminding motorists traveling IH-35 from Georgetown to San
Antonio of what to do if you experience a breakdown. There are a lot of options including the
TxDOT-managed HERO roadside assistance program (Highway Emergency Response
Operator), which you can reach at (512) 974-4376. Details.

A new report shows that Austin efforts to reduce traffic speeds, crashes, and fatalities is
working: fatal accidents are down from 79 to 60 year-over-year, crashes are down from 9,123
to 8,085, and vehicles traveling at least 10-mph over the speed limit fell 78% at locations with
added traffic calming features. Story. Report.


https://aaroregion.com/
https://www.wsj.com/video/inside-the-126-billion-debacle-to-build-californias-bullet-train/C21A89F8-C1BB-445A-87CF-734ACABA6655
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/transportation-inflation-gas-diesel-airfare-bts/833690/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202026-10-22%20Smart%20Cities%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:90540%5D&utm_term=Smart%20Cities%20Dive
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/traffic/article/i35-construction-22466392.php
https://mailchi.mp/mobility35/mobility35-16856629?e=5f21ffb8bc
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/traffic/article/i35-breakdown-roadside-assistance-22478837.php
https://publicinput.com/Project/AccessCode?id=VxEbp0OF%2fICctqwiiIpIUg%3d%3d
https://publicinput.com/Project/AccessCode?id=VxEbp0OF%2fICctqwiiIpIUg%3d%3d
https://axios.com/newsletters/axios-austin-6370c3ae-9e88-4b8f-b8fc-ee933be2eac7.html?chunk=2&utm_term=emshare#story2
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State legislators want an investigation into Aqua Texas, which provides water directly or
through related entities to multiple cities and counties in the Austin-San Antonio
Corridor, after complaints to the Public Utilities Commission of price increases of up to a
reported 400% in sometimes monopolistic water supply contracts. Story. Details.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

Chinese auto manufacturer BYD (Build Your Dreams) is suing Austin-based truck-maker
Einride for unpaid invoices of about $61.7 million, the American-Statesman reports, calling
into question the company's future. Story. More.

A reader sent the Monday Morning Report this item from the Visual Capitalist, which
indicates that just three countries account for over half of all greenhouse gas emissions (with
China responsible for nearly a third of the global total), but asked ‘Wouldn't it be more useful to
display these numbers with an indication of what each country involved contributed to the
worldwide gross product?' Good idea, let us know if you've seen that. Story.

The Hackening: Increasingly capable artificial intelligence systems are making it possible to
discover and exploit software vulnerabilities at speeds and scales that were previously
unimaginable, including the PHP programming language used in 70% of all websites globally,
paulkedrosky.com reports. Read about how serious this is here.

If you've got the time for it, the Texas Observer is out with a resurrected art photography/oral
history project on Caldwell County by photographer Dee Azadian from fifty years ago; it's an
elegiac portrait of a rural farm community long before the population growth that transformed
Central Texas into a global tech center. Story.

Thought of the Week

“Weather is a great metaphor for life—sometimes it’s good, sometimes it’s
bad, and there’s not much you can do but carry an umbrella or choose to
dance in the rain!” — Terri Guillemets
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https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2026/10/22/state-reps-now-investigating-aqua-texas-after-hundreds-complain-about-soaring-water-bills/
https://www.aquawater.com/sites/default/files/2025-06/Aqua%20Texas%20-%20Statewide%20Tariff%20%28Water%29%20%28Compiled%29%20_final.pdf
https://www.statesman.com/business/article/einride-byd-austin-61-million-award-22483310.php
https://www.kvue.com/article/money/cars/einride-byd-dispute-lawsuit/269-58ffaa28-cdbb-4ef4-bf2c-0222f3ab6817?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axioslocal_austin&stream=top&lctg=5e93211af0bfeb7a613003a0
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ranked-global-emissions-by-country-in-2025/
https://substack.news-items.com/p/the-hackening?utm_campaign=email-post&r=s95n&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.texasobserver.org/earth-has-no-sorrow-caldwell-county-long-gone/?goal=0_975e2d1fa1-b80a2e28d3-23199019&mc_cid=b80a2e28d3&mc_eid=3f8c916511
mailto:council@thecorridor.org
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