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INTERNAL

Due to the holiday schedules of many members, the next meeting of the Austin-San Antonio
Corridor Council's Executive Committee will be the regularly scheduled Wednesday, January
21, 2026, at 2 PM by Zoom. Please call or email council@thecorridor.org with any questions
or items for the meeting agenda.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Federal transit officials gave Austin's $7 billion Project Connect light rail plan a 'medium-high’
rating last week as part of their 2026 funding recommendations, thus putting the effort on a
five-step path toward an eventual $4 billion chunk of federal funding and, officials say, a
construction start date in 2027. Story. Federal Ranking.

TxDOT officials are studying the idea of upgrading US 287 into an interstate highway, which
would create a new 671-mile, $24.5 billion stoplight-free corridor from Port Arthur to Amarillo
using mostly-existing roadways - if Congress eventually approves an 'interstate' designation.
Story. Study. Map.

Despite big paychecks and lots of perks, the US is failing to hire enough commercial maritime
sailors to meet current or projected demand to staff ships moving cargo and military equipment
- the Wall Street Journal reports - thus threatening national security and international supply
chains. Story. Executive Order. Opinion.

In the early 1940's, Austin city planners were already envisioning being part of a nationwide
freeway system connecting the east and west coasts - and from 'Alaska to Argentina,' as one
former mayor described the former East Boulevard. San Antonio joined those discussions in
1945, eventually leading to the Interregional Highway we know today as Interstate 35. The
Stateman's historian Michael Barnes tells the origin story here.

Axios news service surveys the current and future expansion plans for robotaxis across the
US, noting that nearly at least ten companies - some of them then nation's largest - are now
engaged in a first-to-market race that stretches from coast to coast. Austin and San Antonio
are referenced. Story.


mailto:council@thecorridor.org
https://www.statesman.com/news/local/article/austin-light-rail-federal-rating-project-connect-21207967.php
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2025-11/FY26-AR-Appendix-A-Project-Ratings_0.pdf
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/us287-texas-interstate-i10-traffic-21208312.php?utm_content=cta&sid=630bab25d37c6915320b5f5f&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=roundup&utm_campaign=chrn%20%7C%20first%20draft&stn=nf
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

Fewer people working because they've been replaced by artificial intelligence means fewer
people paying taxes. El Pais asks the provocative question: "If Al replaces workers, should it
also pay taxes?" A Nobel Laureate economist and even technologists like Bill Gates suggest
taxing robots may preserve social services. Opinion.

San Antonio featured in the New York Times "36 Hours In..." travel series yesterday, with
Penner's clothing store, Jamie's Place, Nixtamali Molino + Comedor restaurant, Pearl farmers'
market, Taquitos West Ave., Brackenridge Park and the McNay Art Museum all receiving shout
outs. Comments worth reading. Story.

Texas State University and the city of San Marcos have approved a deal to build a $70 million,
130-room hotel on university property three blocks north of the city square - the first major
downtown hotel, according to the Express-News. A Houston-based real estate developer,
Midway, is set to begin construction in 2026. Details.

Make plans for the New Braunfels Renaissance Fair, which will transform the ten-acre 19th-
century Heritage Village into a medieval holiday playground featuring archery, jousting, fairies,
Santa Claus, artisans and festival foods (k-bobs, turkey legs, and more) beginning Dec. 5-7 and
returning Dec. 12-14. Details. Tickets.

Thought of the Week

“The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.”
— Paul Valery
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